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taken now after perpetration of untold barbarities. Under
non-violence only those would have been killed who had
trained themselves to be killed, if need be, but without
killing anyone and without bearing malice towards any-
body. I dare say that in that case Europe would have
added several inches to its moral stature. And in the end
I expect it is the moral worth that will- count. All else is
dross.
Harijan, 22-6-'40

I appeal to every Briton, wherever he may be now,
to accept the method of non-violence instead of that of
war, for the adjustment of relations between nations and
other matters. Your statesmen have declared that this is a
war on behalf of democracy. There are many other reasons
given in justification. You know them all by heart. I sug-
gest that, at the end of the war, whichever way it ends,
there will be no democracy left to represent democracy.
This war has descended upon mankind as a curse and a
warning. It is a curse inasmuch as it is brutalizing man
on a scale hitherto unknown. Ail distinctions between
combatants and non-combatants have been abolished. No
one and nothing is to be spared. Lying has been reduced
to an art. Britain was to defend small nationalities. One
by one they have vanished, at least for the time being. It
is also a warning. It is a warning that, if nobody reads
the writing on the wall, man will be reduced to the state
of the beast, whom he is shaming by his manners. I read
the writing when the hostilities broke out. But I had not
the courage to say the word. God has given me the cou-
rage to say it before it is too late.
I appeal for cessation of hostilities, not because you
are too exhausted to fight, but .because war is bad in
essence. You want to kill Nazism. You will never kill it